Ultrasound evaluation of TIPS placement.
Sonography is a valuable tool for evaluating shunts used to treat variceal bleeding due to portal hypertension. This article defines the protocol for ultrasound imaging of the transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt (TIPS) and abnormal findings associated with TIPS placement. It also discusses common pitfalls in TIPS imaging, including artifacts, echoes and incomplete visualization.